
 
[Survey Results] 
1. Marine Fisheries 

(1) Results of Survey for Fishery Management Entities 
a. Fishery Management Entities 

 
 

 
 

The total number of fishery management entities in marine fisheries nationwide (as of 
November 1, 2023) was 65,662, decreased 13,405 (17.0%) from 5 years ago. 

Of them, the number of fishery management entities that mainly engaged in marine 
aquaculture was 12,169, decreased 1,781 (12.8%) from 5 years ago (the decrease was 
smaller than the overall trend). 
 

Chart 1: Changes in Number of Fishery Management Entities in Marine Fisheries 

 
 
Looking at this by fishery class, the number of management entities in the coastal 

fishing class was 61,458, decreased 12,693 (17.1%). Of them, the number of 
management entities in the marine aquaculture class was 12,169, those in the coastal 
fishing class other than the marine aquaculture class was 49,289, decreased 1,781 
(12.8%) and 10,912 (18.1%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A “fishery management entity” is a household or business entity, etc. that engaged in capturing 
or culturing aquatic animals/plants in marine areas with intent to sell products (meaning catches 
and harvests; hereinafter the same) for the purpose of earning a living or profit during the year 
prior to the survey date (However, individual management entities engaged in marine fisheries  
for less than 30 days during the year prior to the survey date are excluded). 



Table 1: Number of Fishery Management Entities by Fishery Class 

 
Note: “△” in the table indicates decreases (hereinafter the same). 

“1)” indicates the total of each class of without using fishing vessel, non-powered 
fishing vessel, fishing vessel with outboard motor, powered fishing vessel of less 
than 10 tons, set net, and marine aquaculture. 

“2)” indicates the total of each class of powered fishing vessels of 10 tons or more but 
less than 1,000 tons. 

“3)” indicates the total of each class of powered fishing vessels of 1,000 tons or more. 

 
Looking at this by management organization, the number of individual management 

entities was 61,388, decreased 13,138 (17.6%) from 5 years ago. In addition, the 
number of organized management entities was 4,274, decreased 267 (5.9%) from 5 
years ago. However, of them, the number of companies was 2,651, increased 103 
(4.0%) from 5 years ago. 

 
Table 2: Number of Fishery Management Entities by Management Organization

 
Note: Fishery cooperatives include fishery cooperatives and their branches (hereinafter the same). 

  



 
Looking at this by engaged-in fishery type, the number of management entities engaged 

in shellfish/seaweed collecting was the largest at 21,676, followed by those engaged in 
other fisheries at 20,420 and other anglings at 18,579, decreased 4,421 (16.9%), 2,148 
(9.5%), and 3,491 (15.8%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 
  

Table 3: Number of Fishery Management Entities by Engaged-in Fishery Type (Multiple 
Answers Accepted) 

 
Note: 1. In the 2023 survey, “rainbow trout culture” and “other salmons/trouts culture” were separated from “other fishes 

culture” and added as a new survey item, whereas the 2018 figure of “other fishes culture” includes “rainbow trout 
culture” and “other salmons/trouts.” In addition, the increase/decrease rate from the previous survey was calculated 
based on the total of “rainbow trout culture,” “other salmons/trouts culture,” and “other fishes culture” to allow 



comparison between the 2018 and 2023 figures. 
2. In the 2023 survey, “other surrounding nets (one-boat operation)” was created as a survey item by combining 

“skipjack/tuna on off-shore water (one-boat operation)” and “other surrounding nets (one-boat operation),” and “squid 
angling on distant/off-shore water” by combining “squid angling on distant water” and “squid angling on off-shore 
water.” In addition, the increase/decrease rate from the previous survey was calculated based on the total of the 
respective 2018 figures. 

3. “－” in the table indicates items for which correct values are unavailable (hereinafter the same). 
4. “…” in the table indicates items for which the details are unknown or which are not surveyed (hereinafter the same). 
5. “nc” in the table indicates values that cannot be calculated (hereinafter the same). 
6. For items with multiple answers, the sum of breakdowns may not equal the total (actual) (hereinafter the same). 

 
Looking at the increase/decrease rate by sales amount of catches and harvests, the 

number of fishery management entities increased for each class of 100 million yen or 
more from the 5 years ago. 

 
Table 4: Number of Fishery Management Entities by Sales Amount of Catches and 

Harvests 

 
Note: 1. “Less than 1 million yen” includes “no sales amount.” 

2. For component ratio, the figures are rounded to the unit used for presentation, and therefore the sum of breakdowns 
may not equal the total (hereinafter the same). 

 
b. Labor Force 

i. Number of Household Members/Executives Engaged in Fishery by Age Group 
 
 
 
 
 

The number of household members/executives engaged in fishery was 102,208, 
decreased 32,258 (24.0%) from 5 years ago. Of them, the number of household members 
engaged in fishery was 92,429 and the number of executives engaged in fishery was 
9,779, decreased 31,256 (25.3%) and 1,002 (9.3%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

In addition, looking at this by age group, the number of household members engaged 
in fishery aged 65 or older was 46,836, accounting for 50.7% of the total, while the 
number of executives engaged in fishery aged 64 or younger was 6,836, accounting for 
69.9% of the total. 

  

Classification Total

Number (entities)

2018 79,067 23,668 27,760 10,992 6,763 5,848 2,120 1,603 186 127
2023 65,662 19,960 21,731 9,282 5,912 4,872 1,874 1,692 187 152
Increase/decrease rate
from the previous
survey  (%)

△

 17.0

△

 15.7

△

 21.7

△

 15.6

△

 12.6

△

 16.7

△

 11.6 5.6 0.5 19.7

Component ratio (%)

2018 100.0 29.9 35.1 13.9 8.6 7.4 2.7 2.0 0.2 0.2

2023 100.0 30.4 33.1 14.1 9.0 7.4 2.9 2.6 0.3 0.2

500 million
to 1 billion

1 billion yen
or more

Less than 1
million yen

1 to 5
million

5 to 10
million

10 to 20
million

20 to 50
million

50 to 100
million

100 to 500
million

A “household member engaged in fishery” is a household member of an individual management entity who was 
engaged in fishery activity during the year prior to the survey date. This includes cases where the household member 
engaged in fishery activities as a member of joint management or an employee of another fishery management entity. 

An “executive engaged in fishery” is a person in an organized management entity responsible for work at sea or on 
land who is a manager, an executive, a director, or a substitute for them and engaged in own fishery during the year 
prior to the survey date. However, those not engaged in own fishery who only attend executive committee meetings are 
not included. 



Table 5: Number of Household Members/Executives Engaged in Fishery by Age Group 

 

ii. Status of Responsible Persons 
 
 
 

(a) Number of Responsible Persons by Age Group 
The number of responsible persons of fishery management entities was 76,277, 

decreased 19,115 (20.0%) from 5 years ago. Of them, the number of those of 
individual management entities was 66,498 and the number of those of organized 
management entities was 9,779, decreased 18,113 (21.4%) and 1,002 (9.3%), 
respectively, from 5 years ago. 

In addition, looking at this by age group, in the individual management entities, the 
number of responsible persons aged 65 or older was 35,730, accounting for 53.7% of 
the total. In contrast, for organized management entities, the number of responsible 
persons aged 64 or younger was 6,836 accounting for 69.9% of the total. 

 
Table 6: Number of Responsible Persons by Age Group 

  

A “responsible person” is a manager and a household member who is involved in decision making on management 
policy of an individual management entity, and a manager, an executive, a director, or a substitute for them in an 
organized management entity. 

For organized management entities, it is the same as an executive engaged in fishery defined in i. 



(b) Number of Responsible Persons by Managerial Position in Organized Management 
Entities 

Looking at responsible persons by managerial position in organized management 
entities, the number of managers was 5,745 (58.7%), the number of responsible 
persons for land work was 3,977 (40.7%), and the number of masters of the vessel 
was 3,217 (32.9%), increased 161 (2.9%), increased 102 (2.6%), and decreased 370 
(10.3%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

In addition, looking at the average age by managerial position, the average age of 
managers was 58.7, that of responsible persons for land work was 59.4, and that of 
masters of the vessel was 55.0. The average age decreased for all managerial positions. 

 
Table 7: Number of Responsible Persons by Managerial Position in Organized 

Management Entities (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 
 

 
 

  



iii. Number of Persons Mainly Engaged in Fishery 
 
 
 
The number of persons mainly engaged in fishery was 121,389, decreased 30,312 

(20.0%) from 5 years ago. 
Looking at this by age group, the number decreased from 5 years ago for all classes, 

with the largest decrease in the class of age 65 to 69. 
 

Chart 2: Changes in Number of Persons Mainly Engaged in Fishery by Age Group 

 
 

c. Fishery Management Activities 
i. Export of Captured/Harvested Fishery Products 

 
 
 
 

 
The number of fishery management entities that shipped (exported) products overseas 

was 2,045, accounting for 3.1% of the total. 
Of them, the number of fishery management entities that were aware of sales amount 

or volume of products shipped (exported) overseas was 394, accounting for 0.6% of the 
total. 
 

Table 8: Status of Activities for Exporting Captured/Harvested Fishery Products (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 

A “person mainly engaged in fishery” is a person aged 15 years or older engaged in work at 
sea in own fishery for 30 days or more annually during the year prior to the survey date. 

“Shipping (exporting) products overseas” refers to cases where captured/harvested fishery products were shipped 
(exported) directly to overseas wholesalers, restaurants, retailers such as supermarkets, or consumers, etc. by 
themselves or shipping them to fishery cooperatives, trading companies, or wholesalers, etc. for the purpose of export 
during the year prior to the survey date. 

This includes cases where the shipped products were not intended for export but were confirmed to have been 
exported at the shipping destinations. 



ii. Acquisition of Fishery Eco-Label Certification 
 
 
 
 

The number of fishery management entities that had acquired fishery eco-label 
certification was 2,150, accounting for 3.3% of the total. 

Of them, the number of fishery management entities that had acquired MEL (Marine 
Eco-Label Japan) certification was 1,764, accounting for 2.7% of the total. 
 

Table 9: Status of Acquisition of Fishery Eco-Label Certification (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 
 

iii. Subscription to Fishery Mutual Aid 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The number of fishery management entities subscribed to fishery mutual aid was 

28,920. 
Of them, fishery management entities subscribed to Tsumitate Plus was 20,986. 

 
Table 10: Status of Subscription to Fishery Mutual Aid 

 
  

“Fishery eco-label” refers to a mechanism of displaying labels on products to allow consumers to select and 
purchase fishery products captured/harvested by methods that consider the sustainability of ecosystems and 
resources. 

In addition to cases where the certification is acquired in own fishery as of the survey date, cases where it is 
acquired by fishery cooperatives or groups are also included if it is related to own fishery. 

“Fishery mutual aid” refers to the following mutual aid services intended to contribute to ensuring fishery reproduction 
and stabilizing fishery management by compensating for losses that small- and medium-sized fishermen may suffer 
due to extraordinary events or unforeseen accidents, such as losses when the monetary value  of catches is reduced 
due to poor catches, etc. 
- Fish catch mutual aid covering fishing vessel fishery, set net fishery, and some shellfish/seaweed collecting 
- Aquaculture mutual aid and specific aquaculture mutual aid covering cultured fish, etc. 
- Fishery facility mutual aid covering aquaculture facilities and fishing tools 

“Tsumitate Plus” refers to a budgetary project for fishermen who are engaged in systematic resource management, 
etc. to compensate for a decrease in their income from a reserve fund contributed by fishermen and a fund created 
with government funds based on the Guidelines for Granting Subsidies for Fishery Income Stabilization Project (22 FF 
No. 2323 Notice by Order of Administrative Vice Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries dated March 29, 2011). 

 



d. Fishing Vessels 
Of fishing vessels that fishery management entities used during the year prior to the 

survey date, the number of fishing vessels, including fishing vessels with outboard motor 
and non-powered fishing vessels, that they own as of the survey date was 109,283, 
decreased 22,918 (17.3%) from 5 years ago. 

Of them, the number of powered fishing vessels was 58,906. Looking at this by fishery 
type with the highest sales amount, angling was the largest in number at 13,111, followed 
by gill net at 6,664 and trawl at 5,635. 

 
Table 11: Number of Fishing Vessels by Type of Vessel and by Fishery Type with the Highest Sales 

Amount 

 
Note: In the 2023 survey, “rainbow trout culture” and “other salmons/trouts culture” were separated from “other 

fishes culture” and added as a new survey item, whereas the 2018 figure of “other fishes culture” includes 
“rainbow trout culture” and “other salmons/trouts culture.” In addition, the increase/decrease rate from the 



previous survey was calculated based on the total of “rainbow trout culture,” “other salmons/trouts culture,” 
and “other fishes culture” to allow comparison between the 2018 and 2023 figures. 

 
 

e. Individual Management Entities 
i. Number of Fishery Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

Looking at individual management entities by full-time/part-time status, the number 
of those with full-time status was 33,921 and the number of those with part-time status 
was 27,467, decreased 4,377 (11.4%) and 8,761 (24.2%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 
 

Chart 3: Number of Fishery Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 
       

 
  



ii. Number of Fishery Management Entities with a Successor by Class of Management 
Entity 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Of individual management entities, the number of those with a successor in their own 

fishery was 10,358, accounting for 16.9% of the total, decreased 0.1 points from 5 years 
ago. 

Looking at this by class of management entity, the percentage of management entities 
with a successor was high for those engaged in yellow-tails culture,  common scallop 
culture in the coastal fishing class, and the small/mid-scale fishing class at 40.9%, 37.9%, 
and 36.4%, respectively. 

Table 12: Number of Fishery Management Entities with a Successor by Class of Management Entity 

 
Note: In the 2023 survey, “rainbow trout culture” and “other salmons/trouts culture” were separated from “other fishes culture” 

and added as a new survey item, whereas the 2018 figure of “other fishes aquaculture” includes both 
In this table, “other fishes culture” is included in “other aquacultures.” In addition, the percentage of management entities 

with a successor was calculated based on the total of “rainbow trout culture,” “other salmons/trouts culture,” and “other 
aquacultures” to allow comparison between the 2018 and 2023 figures. 

“Successor” refers to a person who is scheduled to become the manager of the own fishery in the future regardless 
of household members, among the persons aged 15 years or older engaged in fishery during the year prior to the 
survey date. 

 “Class of management entity” is classified to large set nets, salmon set nets, small set nets, and marine aquaculture 
by major engaged-in fishery type. Other management entities are classified by type of fishing vessels used or total 
tonnage of used powered fishing vessels. 

“Other aquaculture” includes coho salmon culture, other fish culture, other shellfish culture, kuruma prawn culture, 
sea squirt culture, other aquatic animal culture, other seaweed culture, pearl culture, and mother-of-pearl shell culture. 



(2) Results of Community Survey for Marine Fisheries 
a. Resource Management/Fishing Ground Improvement Activities 

i. Number of Fishery Zones by Number of Activities 

The number of survey target fishery zones (as of November 1, 2023) was 2,068. 
Of them, the number of fishery zones that conducted activities for the purpose of 

resource management or fishing ground improvement involving fishery cooperatives 
was 1,918, increased 97 (5.3%) from 5 years ago. 

In contrast, the number of activities was 4,957, decreased 519 (9.5%) from 5 years 
ago. 
 

Table 13: Number of Fishery Zones by Number of Resource Management Activities, 
Number of Activities 

 
 

  

A fishery zone is a zone in which fishery is conducted based on commonality of socio-economic activities related to 
the use of local fisheries centered on common fishery conditions and common fishery rights, etc. within the municipality 
area. 

“Survey target fishery zone for the Community Survey for Marine Fisheries” refers to a fishery zone (fishery zone 
under the jurisdiction of a fishery cooperative) located within the zone range provided in the articles of incorporation of 
the fishery cooperative among 2,182 fishery zones nationwide. 



ii. Number of Activities by Content of Management 
Looking at resource management or fishing ground improvement activities by content 

of management, the number was the largest for regulation on fishing periods at 2,283 
(46.1%), followed by regulation on the size of catches (captures/harvests) at 2,023 
(40.8%), and regulation on number of fishing days and operating hours at 2,004 (40.4%). 
 

Table 14: Number of Activities by Content of Management (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 

 
 

  



iii. Number of Activities by Major Fish Type Targeted for Management 
Looking at the conducted fishery resource management by major fish type, the 

number was the largest for bastard halibut at 880, followed by red sea bream at 772. 
 

Table 15: Number of Activities by Major Fish Type Targeted for Management (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 
 

b. Regional Activation Activities Involving Fishery Cooperatives 
i. Assemblies/Meetings, etc. Holding Status in Fishery Zones 

Of survey target fishery zones (2,068 zones), the number of fishery zones in which 
assemblies/meetings, etc. involving fishery cooperatives were held was 1,678, increased 
210 (14.3%) from 5 years ago. In addition, looking at this by agenda, the number was 
the largest for change of specific demarcated fishery rights/common fishery rights at 
1,095 zones (65.3%), increased 408 (59.4%) from 5 years ago, followed by social 
events/ceremonies of fishery zones (festivals, events, etc.) at 532 (31.7%), decreased 79 
(12.9%) from 5 years ago. 

 
Table 16: Number of Fishery Zones by Agenda of Assemblies/Meetings, etc. (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 



 

 
 

ii. Status of Activities Related to Regional Activation 
The number of fishery zones that conducted activation activities involving fishery 

cooperatives was 1,702, increased 182 (12.0%) from 5 years ago. Looking at this by 
activity conducted, it was the largest for activities to clean waste (on beach, at sea, 
bottom of the sea) at 1,521 (89.4%), increased 185 zones (13.8%) from 5 years ago, 
followed by activities to secure new fishery workers/successors at 542 (31.8%), 
increased 89 zones (19.6%). 

 
Table 17: Number of Fishery Zones by Activity Related to Regional Activation (Multiple 

Answers Accepted) 

 
 

iii. Exchange Activities with Other Areas and Activities for Fisherman’s Markets 

Unit: Zones

Number (zones)
2018 1,468 687 19 35 111 166 244 611 931

2023 1,678 1,095 15 58 145 217 263 532 879

Increase/decrease
rate from the
previous survey
(%)

14.3 59.4

△

 21.1 65.7 30.6 30.7 7.8

△

 12.9

△

 5.6

Percentage (%)

2018 100.0 46.8 1.3 2.4 7.6 11.3 16.6 41.6 63.4

2023 100.0 65.3 0.9 3.5 8.6 12.9 15.7 31.7 52.4

Table ○: Number of Fishery Zones by Agenda of Assemblies/Meetings, etc.

Number of
fishery zones

in which
assemblies/

meetings, etc.
were held
(actual)

Agenda of assemblies/meetings, etc. (multiple answers accepted)

                          

Change of
specific

demarcated
fishery

right/common
fishery right

Entry of
company

Waiver of
fishery right

Compensation
for fishery-
related loss

Management
of common

property
facility of local

area

Preservation of
natural

environment

Social event/
ceremony of
local area

(festival, event,
etc.)

Others



The number of fishery zones that conducted exchange activities with other areas 
involving fishery cooperatives was 237 for fishery experience and 299 for fishery food 
promotion activity, and the total number of participants during the year prior to the 
survey date was 71,512 and 365,951, respectively. 

In addition, the number of fishery zones with fisherman’s markets operated by fishery 
cooperatives was 267, and the number of facilities was 284. The total number of users 
during the year prior to the survey date was 9,833,300. 
 

Table 18: Exchange Activities with Other Areas and Activities for Fisherman’s Markets 

 

  



2 Inland Water Fisheries Survey (Results of Survey for Inland Water Fishery Management 
Entities) 
(1) Lake Fishery Management Entities (Organized Management Entities or Individual 

Management Entities that Engaged in Fishery Work on Lake for 30 Days or More Over the 
Past Year) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The number of lake fishery management entities nationwide (as of November 1, 2023) was 

1,654, decreased 276 (14.3%) from 5 years ago. 
Looking at this by management organization, the number of individual management 

entities was 1,594, decreased 254 (13.7%) from 5 years ago. In addition, the number of 
organized management entities was 60, decreased 22 (26.8%) from 5 years ago. 

 
Table 19: Number of Lake Fishery Management Entities by Management Organization 

 

  

“lake fishery management entity” refers to a household or business entity, etc. that engaged in 
capturing or culturing aquatic animals/plants in lake with intent to sell products for the purpose of 
earning a living or profit during the year prior to the survey date. 

It should be noted that the survey targets were set to important lakes for fishery production in 
regions. This survey targeted a total of 57 lakes in 19 prefectures. 



Looking at this by engaged-in fishery type, management entities engaged in 
shellfish/seaweed collecting were the largest in number at 904, followed by gill net at 375 
and trawl/vessel seine at 312, decreased 89 (9.0%), 158 (29.6%), and 58 (15.7%), 
respectively, from 5 years ago. 
 

Table 20: Number of Lake Fishery Management Entities by Engaged-in Fishery Type 
(Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 
  



Looking at this by sales amount, the number was the largest for 5 to 10 million yen at 348 
entities, decreased 32 (8.4%) from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 21: Number of Lake Fishery Management Entities by Sales Amount of Catches 

 
 

(2) On-Lake Fishery Workers 
 
 

 
Looking at those engaged in fishery work on lake during the year prior to the survey date 

by age group, the number decreased in each group of age 20 or older with a significant 
decrease observed for the group of age 65 to 69 from 5 years ago. 

 

Chart 4: Changes in Number of On-Lake Fishery Workers by Age Group 

 

  

Classification Total

Number (entities)

2018 1,930 202 323 248 407 263 380 107

2023 1,654 200 262 204 327 214 348 99
Increase/decrease
rate from the
previous survey
(%)

△

 14.3

△

 1.0

△

 18.9

△

 17.7

△

 19.7

△

 18.6

△

 8.4

△

 7.5

Component ratio (%)

2018 100.0 10.5 16.7 12.8 21.1 13.6 19.7 5.5

2023 100.0 12.1 15.8 12.3 19.8 12.9 21.0 6.0

Note: “Less than 100,000 yen” includes “no sales amount.”

10 million
yen or more

                                     
Less than

100,000 yen
100,000 to

500,000
500,000 to
1 million

1 to 3
million

3 to 5
million

5 to 10
million

“On-lake fishery worker” refers to a person who engaged in fishery work on lake during the 
year prior to the survey date, including those who worked temporarily to perform a specific 
task (excluding land work). 

 
 



(3) Individual Management Entities (Lake Fishery) 
a. Number of Fishery Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

Looking at the number of fishery management entities by full-time/part-time status, the 
number of those with full-time status was 617 and the number of those with part-time status 
was 977, decreased 10 (1.6%) and 244 (20.0%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

 
Chart 5: Number of Lake Fishery Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

 
 

b. Number of Management Entities with a Successor by Fishery Type 
Of 1,594 individual management entities of lake fishery management entities, the 

number of those with a successor in their own fishery was 380, accounting for 23.8% of 
the total individual management entities, increased 0.2 points from 5 years ago. 

Looking at this by fishery type with the highest sales amount, the percentage of 
management entities with a successor was high for those engaged in other aquacultures, 
fishes culture, and shellfish/seaweed collecting at 72.7%, 33.3%, and 30.0%, respectively. 

Table 22: Number of Management Entities with a Successor by Fishery Type with the 
Highest Sales Amount 

 

With a
successor

Percentage of
management entities

with a successor

With a
successor

Percentage of
management entities

with a successor

Entities Entities % Entities Entities %

1,848 436 23.6 1,594 380 23.8
Net fisheries

Trawl/vessel seine 274 28 10.2 251 55 21.9

Gill net 260 24 9.2 167 23 13.8

Set net 141 18 12.8 103 21 20.4

Cast net 38 5 13.2 16 1 6.3

Other net fisheries 15 3 20.0 17 2 11.8
Other fisheries

Angling/long line 58 7 12.1 77 5 6.5
Shellfish/seaweed collecting 927 318 34.3 831 249 30.0

Cages 58 7 12.1 48 5 10.4

Other fisheries 41 7 17.1 61 7 11.5
Aquacultures

Fishes culture 20 7 35.0 12 4 33.3

Other aquacultures 16 12 75.0 11 8 72.7

Total

2018 2023

Classification



(4) Inland Water Aquaculture Management Entities 
 

 

The number of inland water aquaculture management entities nationwide (as of November 
1, 2023) was 2,265, decreased 439 (16.2%) from 5 years ago. 

Looking at this by management organization, the number of individual management 
entities was 1,394, decreased 474 (25.4%) from 5 years ago. In contrast, the number of 
organized management entities was 871, increased 35 (4.2%) from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 23: Number of Inland Water Aquaculture Management Entities by Management 
Organization 

 

 

Looking at this by sales amount, the number of management entities with the sales amount 
of 100 million yen or more was 251, increased 47 (23.0%) from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 24: Number of Inland Water Aquaculture Management Entities by Sales Amount 
of Harvests 

 
  

Classification Total

Number (entities)

2018 2,704 380 302 244 389 196 311 486 192 204
2023 2,265 319 241 164 278 197 256 420 139 251
Increase/decrease
rate from the
previous survey
(%)

△

 16.2

△

 16.1

△

 20.2

△

 32.8

△

 28.5 0.5

△

 17.7

△

 13.6

△

 27.6 23.0

Component ratio (%)

2018 100.0 14.1 11.2 9.0 14.4 7.2 11.5 18.0 7.1 7.5

2023 100.0 14.1 10.6 7.2 12.3 8.7 11.3 18.5 6.1 11.1

3 to 5
million

5 to 10
million

10 to 50
million

50 to 100
million

100 million
yen or more

                                       
Less than

100,000 yen
100,000 to

500,000
500,000 to
1 million

1 to 3
million

“Inland water aquaculture management entity” refers to a household or business entity, etc. engaged in 
conducting aquaculture in inland water with intent to sell for the purpose of earning a living or profit during the 
year prior to the survey date. 

                    
    

 



Looking at this by engaged-in aquaculture type, the number of management entities 
engaged in other salmons/trouts culture for food was the largest at 450, followed by those 
engaged in nishikigoi carp culture for display at 399 and eel culture for food at 397. 

 
Table 25: Number of Aquaculture Management Entities by Engaged-in Aquaculture 

Type (Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Note: 1. In the 2023 survey, “rainbow trout culture,” “other salmons/trouts culture,” and “others” were 
separated/subdivided from “saltwater fishes” and added as new survey items. 

2. “For food, others” includes silver carp, grass carp, sturgeon, honmoroko, catfish, pond-snail, and 
weatherfish, etc. 

3. “For seed, others” includes seed in “for food, others” as well as seed of saltwater fishes, softshell 
turtles, and crucian carps, etc. 

4. “For ornamental, others” includes goldfish, killifish, and red-eared turtle, etc. 



(5) Aquaculture Workers 
 
 

Looking at those engaged in aquaculture during the year prior to the survey date by age 
group, the number decreased from 5 years ago for each group, except for the groups of age 
20 to 29 and age 50 to 54, with a significant decrease observed for the group of age 65 to 69. 

 
Chart 6: Changes in Number of Aquaculture Workers by Age Group 

 

 

(6) Individual Management Entities (Aquaculture) 
a. Number of Fishery Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

Looking at the number of fishery management entities by full-time/part-time status, the 
number of those with full-time status was 522 and the number of those with part-time status 
was 872, decreased 53 (9.2%) and 421 (32.6%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

 
Chart 7: Number of Aquaculture Management Entities by Full-Time/Part-Time Status 

 
  

“Aquaculture worker” refers to a person engaged in aquaculture work during the year prior 
to the survey date, including persons who worked temporarily to perform a specific task. 

 



 

b. Number of Management Entities with a Successor by Aquaculture Type 
Of 1,394 individual management entities of aquaculture management entities, the 

number of those with a successor in their own fishery was 321, accounting for 23.0% of 
the total individual management entities, increased 1.8 points from 5 years ago. 

Looking at this by aquaculture type with the highest sales amount, the percentage of 
management entities with a successor was the highest for eel culture for food at 54.2%, 
increased 7.8 points from 5 years ago. 

 
Table 26: Number of Management Entities with a Successor by Aquaculture Type with 

the Highest Sales Amount 

 
  



3. Distribution and Processing 
 

(1) Results of Survey for Fish Markets 
 
 

The number of fish markets nationwide (as of January 1, 2024) was 759 decreased 44 
(5.5%) from 5 years ago. 

In addition, a total of 4.26 million tons of fishery products with a monetary value of 2.5849 
trillion yen were handled. 

 
Table 27: Number of Fish Markets, Yearly Throughput Volume, and Monetary Value 

 
 

  

“Fish market” refers to a market where fishery products are directly landed by fishing vessels, and a market 
engaged in initial-stage trade after receiving fishery products from production areas via ground transportation even if 
fishery products are not landed directly, during the year prior to the survey date. 

 
                     

   
 



(2) Results of Survey for Cold Storage/Refrigerating Plants and Fishery Processing Plants 
a. Cold Storage/Refrigerating Plants 

 
 

The number of cold storage/refrigerating plants nationwide was 4,049 (as of January 1, 
2024) and the number of workers was 129,122, decreased 855 plants (17.4%) and 12,424 
workers (8.8%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

In addition, among the workers, the number of foreigners was 16,787, increased 2,771 
(19.8%) from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 28: Number of Cold Storage/Refrigerating Plants and Number of Workers

 

 
  

“Cold storage/refrigerating plant” refers to a business entity that owns cold storage/refrigerating facilities with at 
least  7.5 kW on land, and froze or refrigerated fishery products during the year prior to the survey date. 

 
                     

   
 



b. Fishery Processing Plants 
 
 

The number of fishery processing plants nationwide (as of January 1, 2024) was 5,967, 
decreased 1,322 (18.1%) from 5 years ago. 

Looking at this by type of engaged-in processing, the number was the largest for others 
(baked or dried products, fish powder for food, etc.) of other processed foods at 1,227 
plants, followed by frozen fresh fishery products at 1,217 and salted dried products at 
1,174, decreased 563 (31.5%), 183 (13.1%), and 471 (28.6%), respectively, from 5 years 
ago. 

In addition, the number was 1,007 for frozen food and 164 for canned/bottled products, 
increased 88 (9.6%) and 3 (1.9%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 29: Number of Fishery Processing Plants by Type of Engaged-in Processing 
(Multiple Answers Accepted) 

 

  

“Fishery processing plant” refers to a business entity that processed/manufactured aquatic animals/plants for the 
purpose of sales during the year prior to the survey date. 

 
                     

   
 



Looking at the production volume by processing type, the volume was the largest for 
frozen fresh fishery products at 985,880 tons, followed by steamed fish pastes 
("Kamaboko") at 366,023 tons and feeding stuff and fertilizer at 359,809 tons, decreased 
411,323 tons (29.4%), 82,838 tons (18.5%), and 41,545 tons (10.4%), respectively, from 5 
years ago. 

In addition, the number was 53,970 tons for oils and fats and 263,668 tons for frozen 
food, increased 3,845 tons (7.7%) and 7,780 tons (3.0%), respectively, from 5 years ago. 

 
Table 30: Production Volume by Processing Type 

 
  



The number of workers in fishery processing plants was 148,311, decreased 23,043 
(13.4%) from 5 years ago. 

In addition, among the workers, the number of foreigners was 21,112, increased 3,776 
(21.8%) from 5 years ago. 

 

Table 31: Number of Workers in Fishery Processing Plants 

  
 


