‘ This volume presents the results of the final
: count of the population enumerated in the 1950
: Census of Population, together with comparable
data from previous censuses, the first of which
'was taken in 1920. During this 30-year period
there have been many significant changes in
the structure and distribution of ' the population
' of Iapan To study these changes 1’c is essential
to understand the changes in coverage of the
‘k;,varlous censuses. . These are. given in the fol-
r'lowing s,ections,

DATES OF CENSUSES

pOlle of takmg a detalled pOpulatlon census
‘decenmally and a less detalled census qu1nquen-
. nlally The ﬁrst of ‘October was selected as the
:‘census date. Durlng the past decade, however,
p there have been several spemal censuses on
varxous dates, accordlng to the need for current
; ﬂpopulatlon data The dates of all national popu-
lat:on surveys were:
1 October 1920

1 October 1925

1 October 1930

22 February 1944
.1 November 1945

26 April 1946
. 1October 1985 1 October 1947

i /1 October 1940 1 October 1950 B
A special Ration Census”was also taken on 1
“August 11948 but thls is ‘not conS1dered a:census
n the usual meamng of the term masmuch as
(it had an announced SpECJal purpose of ehmmat—
flng the. “ghost population” from 'the ration reg—

this: problem

LEGAL BASIS FOR CENSUSES

‘Law Ccmcernmg ‘the Populat:on Census”, prom-
‘Igated in 1902 and SpeCI'rll censuses of 1944, 1945

When the census program was first 1naugurated )
in. 1920 the Japanese Government adopted the

‘3ls’crat1on and was 11m1ted to items bearlng on

;i ’I‘he Censuses conducted from. 1920 through :
940 were ‘taken in conforrmty with Law No. 49 =

o 1n conform1ty w1th the recommendattona of the ‘-
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POPULATION CENSUSES, 1920 TO 1950

I CENSUS DATES, LEGAL BASIS AND COVERAGE

and 1946 were taken in conformity vvith. Law
No. 53 “The National . Resources Investlgatlon :
Act”, promulgated in 1929. In 1047 these laws
were abolished and the Statistics Law (Law No..
18) was promulgated. Since then, population
censuses have been conducted in conformity with
Article 4 of the Statistics Law, which states:
“A POpulation Census means’ a cehsus which

concerns the population It shall be designateyd:)p R

by . the St'rltlSthS Commission - and ofﬁc:lally, :
" ‘announcéd to this effect.. APopulatJon Census:
chall be taken fquinquenmally for the E}Iltll'ei‘:. :

nation;  Special population censuses may be
taken in 1ntercensal years provided they are‘ S
‘approved by the. Statlstlcs Commission. ” st o
In addmon to ithe above the followmg sp°01al s

orders; ordxnances, rules and regulatlons ‘were:
established and. officially announced for the
Population Census of 1950 : ; SR

“1 " Population Census.of 1950 Enforcement S

- Order (Cabinet Order No. 364, 16 Novem— Sy

‘ ber 1949. Rewsed by Cablnet Order Not:_ ‘

154, 22 May 1950 and Cabmet Order‘

‘No. 230, 15 July 1950)

2 Populatlon ‘Census of 1950 Ordér Con‘-‘“‘ RE 2 )

cerning: the, Deﬁnltlons of Usual Place‘
of Residence and Famxly Budget (Cabmet‘”
: Order No. 21; 28 February 1950)

b 3. Populatmn Census of 1950 Rules for"_
Designing Enumeratlon Dlstrrcts (Instruc- po

tion No. 1,.16 November 1949) -

-, 4 Population . Census. of ‘1950 : Rules for

- Mapping . Enumeration 'Distrxcts and Re-
vising Enumeratlon DlStI‘lCtS (Instruc-:

. tion No 4,71 J'une 1950) .
5 'Populanon Census of: 1950. Rules for

. Enforcement .- (Instructlon No 6 30
June 1950) i ,

Of even greater 51gn1ﬁcance than the laws
themselves is the fact that tlus Censils’ was taken i
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1-United Nations for a World Census of 1950.
: Through the Offices of United Nations, compar-
“able international - standards were adopted for
v'censuseq of populat:on, agnculture dnd manu-
:factures and our country participated i’ this

‘ activity by the direction of ' GHQ," SCAE. The’

o Population Census of 1950 was conducted under

‘the superws:on of the Bureau of Statistics, Office

-6f the Prime’ mester The Agriculture Census
‘was taken on 1 February 1950 unider the super-
vxswn of the Mmlstry of Agnculture and Forestry
and the Manufactures Census  was taken as of
31 Deéembar 1050 under the supervision: of the

M:mstry of Internatlonal Trade and Industry.

'ARFA OF ENUMERATION

Pri‘ot t0.1945: the enumerations were conducted

"Unot only-in Japan Proper but'also’ in- the terrlto- :
ries of the Japanese Emplre. Post Lwar censuses, i

“of course, ‘have ‘bzen lu'mted to Japan: Proper:
;l It should  be mnoted that ithe. “following areds
kformerly ‘considered a part of Japan Propsr are
;not currently under the administrative authorlty

b ;;of the Japanese Government and have therefore

i ‘ceseatlon of host;htles

entlre area.
Kunashiri- gun (Toman-mura and

Karafuto
HOkkﬁldO
'Ruyobetswmura), Shikotan-gun - (Shikotan-

and’ Kutc shima) -

,xslands which are pa1ts of mura.
‘tion counts are available for most of these areas )

3G been excluded from the surveys “made- since the .

:mura) ; Shana-gun (S‘hana-mura) Etorofu-

o [Populatmn tolals are. notavailable- for the following areas: :
wghima, Shibotsu-shima and ’.laraku—slnma H Shlmane-ken " Take- sluma - Kagoshlma ken TIwos shxma, Talre-shlma

'were made by prefecture.

gun (Rubetsu-mura) ; Shibetoro-gun (Shibe-
Shinshiru-gun ;
Yuri-shima,

Uruppu-gun;
Suigho-jima,

“toro-mura) ;
Shumushu-gun ;

Aklyurl-shzma, Shibots su-shima and Taraku-’ o

shima of Habomai-mura .of Hanasaki-gun.
The first eight gun listed comprise -the Kurile
Islands. -

Tokyo-to: Ogdsawara-shicho (Bomn Islands)
Shimane-ken: Take-shima -of
Ochi-gun :
Kagoshlma-ken Oshima-gun, except Iwo-

shlma, Take shima and Kuro shxma of J'utto-
mura ) ’
Okinawa-ken:" entire area
For the eake of cons1stency with .ciirrent data,
these areas should be excluded from the ﬁgures

of censusss pI‘lOr to 1945 1t is relatlvely easy to - ’
¢orrect historical data to exclude Karafuto and

Ol:mawa-ken 1na5much as nearly all’ tabulatlons

The other areas
lidted, however, are only  gun, mura ‘or small
Total popula-

and are shown in’the followmg table, but tabu-

latlons of the characterlstlcs of the populatlon .
are’ “not avallable. Tables in th1s volume, there-
fore, have mot been' corrected to exclude these s
‘aréas because data to be pubhshed m subs.,quent :

volutnes on age, marital’ status, employment

etc.; cannot be similarly corrected.

l‘POéULATIOI‘T' oF AREAS FORMERELY IN JAPAN PROPER AND FOR WHICH NO CORRECTION
Lo IS MADE 1IN HISTORICAL DATA SHOWN IN THIS VOLUME '

Hokkaido : Sulsho—nmu, Yun shxma, Akiyari- o .

._ﬁanAr;'*’v~r°‘

Auea o 1920 1925 | 1vao- | 1935 | 1940 | 1944
HOKKAIDO Toman mura, Ru.‘
! ytbetsivmura, i+ Shikotap-niura,’
Shana~mura, -+ Rubetsu:mura, |- ‘
B Shlbetoro-mura,« Uruppu;gun, e ; ' =
: :Shmshlru gun, Shumushu gun lh 136 14 ?93 15119 18 714* 17 549 Not euumerateti ’
TOKYO-TO' Ogasawara Shlchc s 425 ' 5780 5742 ,‘ 6 729 . 7 361 Not enumexated o
KAGOSHIMA-KEN Dahimbga [ e e P e -
4o (entire avea) | 218 849 ¢ 207 252) 207 785" ‘204‘640 ‘_1,8:‘3 089, 1835541
Vo34 410) 1 227 825 230 083) © 209 969, 183 554"

208 646/

Goka-mura, ’

- 1945-1946 :

1 1047-1950:

“Following isa detailed statement of what areas
of pre-war Japan are excloded from the tabula-
t1ons presented m thig" volume. ‘
1920—1940. Karafuto entire area
Okinawa-keén: entire area
1944. Karafuto: ‘entire ‘area
Hokk‘ai‘do : Kunashiri-gun (Tomari-
mura and Ruyobztsu-mura) ;
Shikotan-gun- (Shikotan-mura) ;
Shana-gun (Shana-mura) ; Etoro-
Shibe-
toro-gun (Shibstoro:mura) ; Uru-

fu-gun  (Rubstsu-mura) ;

ppu-gun’; Shinshiru-gun; Shumu-

- shutgun;  Suisho-jima, Yuri-
shima,: Akiyuri-shima, Shibotsu-

shima

- Hébomai-mura of Hanasaki-gun.

“‘The'first * eight gun listed coms
prise the Kurile Islands. -
: TékYOftO : “Qgasawara-shicho;
| Utsugi-mura, Toriuchi-mura,
'Aoga-shima, Tori-shima
Okinawa-ken: entire area

Fi

Note :: Area calculations: ‘include ‘the places
listed. for .Hokkaido and Tokyo-to but
population ‘figures exclude them since
it 'was not possiblé: to enumerate these
areas due’ to war-conditions,

Karafuto: entire area
Hokkaido : Kunashiri-gun (Tomari-
mura - and : Ruyobetsu-rnura)f
Shikotan-gun (Shikotan-mura) ;
‘S'hana-gun (Shana-mura) ; Etoro-
+ fu-gun ‘(Rubetsufmura) ; Shibe-
torojgun, (ShlbetoroAmura) ; Ura-
" ppu-gun; Shinshiru-gun ; Shumu-
:Shu-gun; Sulsho-;urna, Yuri-
- shima,. A1<1yur1~sh1ma, Shlbotsu-
. ‘shima  dnd Taraku shlma of
Habormai-mura of Hanasak1~gun
Tokyo-to: Ogasawara-shicho™:
) Shlmaue¥ken~’5 : ‘Take-shima of
Goka-mura;+Ochi-gun
“‘Kagoshlma-ken O‘shima’-g‘un
: -Okmawa-ken éntire. area
Karafuto entire- area T
Hokkaldo : Kunash1r1~gun LToma-
rl-mura and Ruyobetsu-mura) ;

‘ Shlkotan-gun. ‘(Sh1kotan-‘mura) :

and * Taraku-shima ' of

,ua%éfﬁk
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Shana-gun (Sﬁaria-mura) ;. Btoro- .~

fu-gun (Rubetsu-mura)’; Shibe-
toro-gun (Shibetoro-mura) ; Uru-

ppu-gun.; Shinshiru-guu; Shutnu-" e

shu-gon ; SL;isho#jirna, Yuri-

shima; Akiyuri-shima, Shibotsu-

shima ‘and Taraku-shima = of
Habomai-mura of Hanasaki-gun

' Tokyo-to:.. Ogashwara-shicho

" Shimane-ken' ~
Goka-mura, Ochi-gun

Kagoshima-ken :  Oshima-gun, éx-

cept Iwo-shima, Take-shirna and
" Kuro-shima of Jutto-mura

Okinawa-ken : entire area

“Note: Area calculations excluds all of . Jutto-

Take-shima . of .«

mura  but ~ population data. inciude 8.

small islands’ of Jutto-mura.

| COMPlITATION OF LAND AREA

The’ computatlons of land area were obtamed'

" from the fbllowing sourees:
© 1620 ¢ Reports ‘on thé Resiilts of the Popula-

tion Census of 1020, Vol. T, Cabinet -

Bureati of Statistics

‘: 1925£ Reports-on the Results of the Populas
I, Cabinet

tion Census of 1925, Vol.
‘Bureau of Statistics -

1930 : Reports on. the Results of the‘Popula- kr
. tion' Census of 1980, Vol. I, Cablnet C

Bureau of Statistics
1035-1047 :

Survey of - Areas. by Sk, ]\/[achz and

Mura, 1935 edition Cabinet Bureau of

‘Statistics.

‘area of that .part -of Habomai-mura,
;:Nen:iuro ehicho, ‘Hokkaido “and ‘Goka-'
mura, Oki- -to, " Shimane-ken’ remaming ; !

under the 1ur1sclu:txon of: the J‘apanese ‘;‘ g

.Government "after theWar are ‘based

upon a s_uryey conducted ;after the War,
by the Geographical- Survey. Institite - o

- ‘of the Misiistry of. Constructlon

. 1950 ,Survey of Areas by Shi; Machz and Mum,,

a1950 edmon Geographlcal Survey In«
?'-Stltl.lte of ‘the Mmlstry of Constructlon

These computatlons were based upon . the maps

“Complutations “of 'the land

in: scale o:E 1:50,000 published- by: the former

Headquarters of ‘the. General ‘Staff. (at present, e
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by the: Geographical Survey Institute). The
following points should be noted.
i | The land -area; was . calculated along the
shore line at the time.of mean tide. In
< case “of! 1950, .however,” shore  liné wds
decided by the high tide.

2 ‘Calculations of land area include. brooks,
rivers, ponds and lakes.

3 The mouths of rivers were = considered to
be the border between the land and sea
and were therefore included with the land
area.

i POPULATION ENUMERATED IN

EACH CENSUS

1920 1925, 1930 1935 : These censuses all re-
*ported the de faclo population. That is to say,

: - persons were enumerated at ‘the place where .

y hey were. present at ‘the time “of  the. eensus.
o All/persons:in-Japan at the time of ‘the: census
were “included. - In 1985 there was.a special
; tabulatlon ,of persons whose ‘usual 'place of re-
: ‘_s;dence dlffered from the place - of enumeratlon
and the ‘total de jura population derived: in this

"he de facza populatlon of 68; 661 654. -
"1940 The ¢ivilian populatlon, usually referred

enumerated on a de facto basis, as in previous
; ‘ censuses. All military pursonnel, whether actu-
.“ally in Japan or.not, were reported on a de jure
b place of 1'esldence‘basis. If they were married

" males, :they‘were, reported =t the :place where

0 htheir - wives resided ; if ‘unmarried; at’ the place’

where their parents resided. The total -enumer-

Sersons in the armed forces totalled 1 ,682,518.
: Apprommately 1,000, 000 of ‘the m1lxta1y were
“ctually outslde Japan, Proper. Figures ‘shown
Ldn this volume 1nclude the mllltary personnel,

1ation, as’ m prevxous censuses ‘from 1920 to 1935

)

‘ umber of mlhtary personnel actually 11v1ng with
hexr famlhes. but excluded all’ other persons qn

’« ‘of Japan Proper. BEREAES

", manner. numbered 68,624,272, or 37,382, less than.

it as ‘the “populatlon bshind' the guns” was

ated populatlon was 72,539,729, The: “‘popula-.
- tlon behmd ‘the: guns” 'numbered 170,857,211 and:

11944 Th]S census reported theide facto- popu-

i’ Thls ‘census’ included civilians - and a small‘

the armed forces, Whether statxoned in-: or out: L

1945 : This was also a de facta;enume-rationt :
This Census excluded foreigners except persons

formerly classified as extra-territorials.  As an

indjcation- of ‘the number of persons excluded, K
“ it may be noted that foreigners, by this defini.

tion, numbered 39,148 in 1940.. Persons whose

usual. residénce or -fonseki was: in' an -area .

formerly included in Japan Proper (such as
Okinawa-ken) were  considered to be Japanese
and were included in the enumeration. Military
personnel were excluded.. Persons attached to

the Allied Forces, of course, were also excluded.

.In some .previous publications, an estimated .
figure of 72,455,000 has been used for the total.

population. on 1 November: 1945." This figure

was obtained by subtracting births and immi-

gratiOns and adding deaths and ernigration from

1 November 1945 1o 1May 1946 to .an estlmated ‘
“figure ‘of 74,024,000 for. .1 'May 1946. . Tables m :

this " volume, : however; show - the actual enu-

merated figure of 71,998,104 without ‘any adjust-

ment for personsintentionally excluded  or un-~

intentionally omitted.

1946 Like all prevxous censuses,’ this" was a

de facto enumelatlon ~As in 1945, all fore1gnersi
. were excluded and also those Koreans Formo-
sans and Ryukyuans who statecl that they wished- -
to be répatriated to Korea, Formosa or thé Ryu-‘ :
The total number of

kyus (Oklnawa~ken)
persons thus excluded is estlmated to have been
about 600 000. Persons attached to. the Alhed

: Forces were also excluded
‘Some publ1cat10ns have utilized an esthate ‘
“of 74, 024,000 for 1 May 1946; allowmg an adJust-
. ment- of sllghtly moxe than 900 000 for persons’ L
dehberately excluded and ‘for underenumeratmn.
“This volume, however, shows the actial enu-ﬁ;
~merated ﬁgure of 73 114,136.
1947 ¢ Thxs was a .de facta enumeratwn of all g
persons in Japan except persons excluded in ac- '
cordance with Article 2. of ihe Ahen Regtstra~ =
“tion Ordlnance., Persons. thus: excluded were.~ O
1 Mlhtary personnel of the Allled Forces
“-and those who are attached to the' Allled Forces

and member of thelr farmhes

2 1VJIembers ‘of ‘missiong whxch are appomted.‘
or approved by SCAP, ‘then: ‘exnployees andl '

‘member of their families
3 Those who reside in Japan ‘with official

mlssmns of foreign governments and their suites

" gnd their families

Three different figures for the total populatlon

" 6n'1 October 1947 have' been published. These

tare:.

78,098,364—Actual enmumeration,
78,101,473—Actual count adjusted for estimated
‘ underenumeration due to flood con-
ditions at the time of the Census:
This adjustment is distributed as
follows :  Tokyo:to, 2,177 Saitama-
ken, 458 ; Tochigi-ken, 267 ; Miyagi-
ken, 207.°. These estimates. were
obtained from a sample enumera-
- tion in the affected areas after the
*flood had subsided and families had
returned to their homes. -

b}

78,627,000—Estimaté which presumablv adjusts

for underenumeratlon in . flooded
areas ‘and general underenumera-
tion without regard to area. This
estimate was derived by -adding
births- and immigration and sub-
tracting deaths and emigration from
1 May 1946 to 1 October 1947 to
the estlmate of : 74,024,000 for 1 May
1946.

In.this volume the figare tised: is that adjusted

. only for underenumeratlon in ﬂooded areas, i.e.,

78, 101 473

1948: The- ‘Ration Census conducted on I,
.-*August 1948 “ was the. ﬁrst nation-wide " survey'
" Cmade ent1rely on a a’e _71479 basis. " Its purpose;
- was to clarlfy the. resndent populatxon for ratlon '
purposes, and the items enumerated were l1m1ted
- to those bearing on the problem. Smce it was
i:'announced ag a rat1on census, it Wwas natural
that it would 1nclude conslderable over-enurnera-h
t1on although it nevertheless resulted . in"a 6+
ductlon of the: “ghost populatlon reglstered for
: ratlons It servéd the further purpose of  pro-
vldmg a trlal survey on a'de Jure basxs prellml-
: ‘nary to the regular decenmal cansus ‘of 1950 ‘

The populatlon count obtamed 1n this survey
,0 216 896) however, is not mted in thlS volume

AL persons in Japan were enumeratsd except

‘ueee

‘ a7
for: comparison with regular censuses.

1950 : This was the first regular census con
ducted on a de jure basis. ‘Information was also
obtained on'a de facto basis but " this tabulation e
has' not” been completed -and  the figures ‘shown
in this volume ‘are the de jure’ count.: The fol-
lowing special rules regarding residence should

be noted::

a) Students were enumerate’d‘in dormitories,
boarding houses, etc. where they actually
usually lived rather thanat their parents’~
home. o Lo

b) Patients in' mental institutions, tubers

" culosis -sanatoria -and ::leprosaria were
enumerated at these places rather than

" ‘at'the homes of their familids. '

*.c) Patients in other Hospitals were enumeratedl .

" at the hospital'if they had’ beEn there 6 o
months or’ more. Otherw1s they we1e
enumerated at their usual place of res1dence
outside the: hospital: . ‘

"d) :Crews aboard ships" were enumerated as
hsually residing aboard ship provided ‘th}ey’:,
had'no tisual place of residence on.land.

e) “Persons:in prisons and: juvenile detention ’ ,
‘housss whose’ penalties had been fixed - e
‘were - enumerated at. ‘these institutions.”

Persons who were detained but Whose

‘penalties were not fixed were enurnerated
at their usual - place of " residence outside!
the institution, provided they had one.

- f) Persons who had no-usual place of resiz. 1

dence were " eniimerated * at the: place

’ “they stayed on 1 October 1950, Forelgn
o tourists temporarlly in Japan, for example,’ .
were: enurherated where' they were .0mn; 1
‘October. Vagrantsswhox had no usual Tesiy
‘de‘nc‘e were enumerated where ‘they were .-

. found in the specxal enumeration conducted o
" in the early morning of 1 October,

those speclﬁcally excluded” in accordance w1th
Artlcle 2 of. the Alfen Reglstratlon Ordmance
Persons thus excluded were E ‘ Y
1 M111tary personnel of ‘the Allled Forces
'and those Who are attached’ to ‘the. Alhed :
Forces and rnembers of thelr famxhes f %

it R
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2 Members of missions which are appointed -
or approved by SCAF, théir employees .

¢ and members of their families
'3 Those who reside’ in  Japan® with official
‘ ‘mxssmns of foreign governments; their
suites. and their families

HOW THE POPULATION CENSUS OF
1950 WAS CONDUCTED

Organization: * The Census enumeration was
inder the jurisdiction of mayors or heads of s#7,
.- ku, machi, mura, with supervision from the gov-

o ‘ernors’ of 2o, do, fu, ken “ancl was planned and

'administered by the Bureau of Statistics, Office
‘of the: Prime Minister,
- “The. actual enumeration - was conducted by

s 355 072 enumerators -who' were = especially ap-

pomted for this purpose -They were superVised
‘}‘ : by 19, 824 persons also eSpeCially appointed for
| this purpose Superv1sors were: reSponsible not
only - for - training and  general superViSion but
also for detailed editing of schedules and, direct-
“ing macessary call-backs and re- enumerations. ,
" Enumeration djstriet: Preparation for the
11950 Census was begun early in 1949. PFor the

,ﬁrst time, enumeratron districts: were designed

‘- and mapped according  to established national
;standarde There were three kinds of enumera-

:tion dxstricts ordinary, special and water.” Ors

‘ dinary districts included all areas where the
population is: concentrated These areas were

o diVided into districts comprising an average:of

B 50 households each utilizing geographically
: "clear boundaries. . SpeCial enumeration districts
were designed to.encompass either large areas
i “where- there were: few: if any persons lwing or
Where spec1al population groups were: concen«
[trated. They . included: (1) forest and mountain
: Jlareas- (2) vast farm land areas;(3) vast areas
of reclaimed and drained land: (4) large lakes
and swamps (5 large parks, plazas and ceme-
‘ter.ies (6) aininhabited islands; (7) large factory
,areas and railway yards; (8) public establish-
' ments and soc1al mstitutions 9 areas occupied
excluswely by the Allied Forces. Water enumer-

" obtained from three basic records:

;ation districts were, established for harbors,, g
mouths of river’s and canals where persons live o

on bhoats and barges, The  numbsr of districts,

according to the above categories, was:

Ordinary enumeration districts ..., 344125
Speacial enumeration AiStricts i, 24 470"
Water ‘enumeration districts ..iiue 1399

TOLALLL, cernen varrsaninisminriainassnssarnisses 1069994

These districts not ‘only provided a basis for

the ecensus enumeration but -have  also been

utilized in drawing random samples for special
sample tabulations of ‘census results. They are
also baing ‘employed for other spscial “surveys
and projects which require ~districting minor
political divisions,

. Census records:- The population counts were
The Census
Check Sheet, the Main Schedule (for usual resi-
dents). and the Temporary. Resident Schedule.

: Prelimmary survey: One ‘week prior to ‘the
date of  the Census, ‘éach enumerator made
a complete. survey of his - district.. At  this
time he located each housshold. in his district
and gave each householder 2 printed Announce-
megnt of the 1950 Cansus explaining the purpose
of the 'survey, the main items. of enuuieration
and provided space for recording for each housé-
hold membéer the name, date of birth and number
of hours worked ,d‘uring the week prior to the

Census. “He assigned a numbsr to each house-

hold, filled: out-the household number . label and
pasted it on the house near the front door‘.; At
the same time he ﬁlled out the Census Check
Sheet stating. the number -of . the household

' name of head, address “and number of ‘pé xsons

usually residing in' the household Finally, he

checked :the. map ° ‘of his district and, on the:
back of -hisCheck’ Sheet, .drew his-own map.:
“showing all necessary detail together with the

location and number of each household.
Actual enumeratlon. The  actual enumera-

tion ;was made during the 3-day. period from 1 ‘
to 3 October 1950. ' At this time the enumerator"
agam VlSlted every household in his district and, ;
: mter\riewed the head or representative of each

household to ohtain the necessary inforrnation_
‘ regarding all members of the household He, ;
recorded the information concerning persons

- who usually res:de ,;dln ‘hlS district on the ,Main "

Census Schedule, He filled out the Temporary
Resident Schedule for any person temporarily
present -in his district. At the same time he

““ialsa. corrected his Check -Sheet in o far as
“necesgary so, that ‘it corresponded -exactly with

', his schedule reports.

This is the first. Census in which ‘the entire
report was made by the enumerator. It should

be noted that test censuses were conducted in

" various typss of communities (agricultural areas,

fishing villages, manufacturing centers, suburban
areas, etc.) for a year to determine the most
effe.ctive training methods, the best way to- ask
ciuestions, etc. Training manuals were prepared
for both enumerators and supervisors and train-
ing conferences were begun during the ‘summer
of 1950 in order that enumerators would be well

; informed régarding the meaning of each enumer-

ation item' and the kind of answer required.
.-Enumeration of, trangients: ‘Each prefecture,

shi, ku, machi, and mura appointed one person

' .to.coordinate the enumeration of transients in

‘the area.” Following the 'preliminary survey,

each enumerator submitted an ‘estimate of the

" numiber of transients in his district to his super-
" yisor who, in tura, submitted the report to the

person ‘in charge of transient enumeration.

‘The epumeration _of transients in hotels,

dormitories, lodging houses, . parks, etc. was

“required to be made, at daybreak and be com-

pleted within two hours in order that all tran-

sients would be enumerated before they left for-

. the day but not be ‘enumerated more than once.

1 parks, ‘such as Ueno Park in Tokyo Enumerators
: assn;ned to places” such as Ueno Park ‘were chieﬁy ‘

drawn from the statistical - office:statf and cons

If “the numbe1 in any ' district exceeded the

number the regular enumerator could enumcrate‘
‘ in the time permitted a speCial team was ap-
CL pomted to'assist him in this work Such teams :
- of course; were'used primarily in the large cities
win 'downtown hotel - areas and- for enui‘nerati'on-

~.of “wanderers™ who sleep in some of - the large

ducted their enumeration shortly after midnight

""The city office provided- packets' of: candy. ‘and
o ‘cigarettes to be distributed among the. people in
: order to: obtain their cooperation and also tof

,ua%éfﬁk
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mollify them for being awakened in the middle -

of the night.

Enumeration items: The following items )
were reported for persons -enumerated: at their o :

usual place of residenice :

; Number and classification of household
“Kind of living quarters, tenure and number
of tatam: ) )

Name

Relationship to head of household

Presence or absence in household on the
"Census date and, if absent, reason for
absence ‘ ‘ o

Sex

Date of birth

Place of birth R BEERTE A O

Labor force status . .
School attendance and uumber of years of
sehool completed : ‘
Nationality or native place (c1tizenship)
Repatriation and . pre-war residence -of re-~
patriates . . L
Marital status

Number of times married, duration of mar-

,riage and number of children ever born to
women who have ever been rnarri‘e'd :
Number of persons temporarily present in
household k : -
The following items ’were repoited for persons

enumeratecl on the Temporary Resident Schedule T

Name

Sex

Date of birth - ‘

Natronality or native place (c1tizenship)
~Marital ‘status

“Place. of temporary presence

Reason for presence in this place

Length of absence from usual place o:f reSi- ,

‘dence

Usual place of residence. and nante of head_ g

of household

Tabulation and pubhca.tmn of Census results B " :
A preliminary count’of persons and households g
was released on 28 December 1950.. This count, :

was made from the; enumerators’ Check Sheets

Tabulations were ﬁrst made by each shz, machz
kand mma oﬁ’ice then consolidated in each: pre~ 5

|
-
|
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fectural office andf, finally by .the Bureau of
Statistics. = According to this preliminary count,
. there were 83,196,000 persons of whom 40,811,000
: 'Were rnaleland,42,385,000,were female. . There
" were 16,582,000 households. ; ‘
The final count of the total number of pzrsons
‘was made centrally; by the Bureau of Statistics
and ‘was based upon the actual schedules sub-
mitted. The total was released on 28 February
1951. " ‘Prefecture reports by sh?, machi, and mura
were published in the Official Gazette as soon
as they became available beginning 10 February
* and continujhg until 28 February.  The. final
bcount of total persons amounted to 83,199,637.
Prellmmary national. figures on age, sex, labor
force status and housing  were obtamed from
‘tabulatlons of a.one percent sample. The first

1 release of these data was made on-19 May 1951

and the last realse on 29 June 1951.

Similar tabulat:lon's- for prefectures and large

-,cities and additional detail for'the country as a
‘whole w111 soon be available from a tabulation

Looofa ten percent sample.

; AlI data including selected tabulatlons on a
e 100 percent basis, will be publlshed by 1953.

o POLITIGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE

SOx DIVISION OF JAPAN
: Japan is d1v1ded in 46 prefectures. The names
: of 42 carry the suffix - ken’ and the: other 4 are
known as. fo, do or fu. Each prefecture is

" divided’into shi (cities) and gun, shicho (rural

_f“i:ou‘nties) The term shicho is'used in Hokkaido

- to de51gnate the same kmd of unxt that is called"
- aun in all’ other prefectures. In this volume,
tables which refer to all &un also mclude shicho

although the term ‘is not used.

machz, also called ‘cho (towns) and mura, also

Intercensal change m total popu]ntxon. Ac-
cordmg to. the Ceneus ‘of 1 October 1950, the

represents an’incréase: of: 27 .8 mllllon persons,

The 2un and shzcho are further c11v1ded 1nto‘

populatlon of our country was 83, 199 637, - ThlS;

t 50 percent more than the number (55 301 481) ‘

called son (villages).. Shi, machi and mura are
political  units but gun and shicho’ are merely
administrative subdivisions of .the prefectures.
The population residing in shi areas is usually

c1e31gnated as urban and that in gun and s/uclzo‘

as rural.

Although shi, machi and mmura, in the order.

named, tend to diminish in size of population,

there is no sharp break in size between them.

Shi usually contain a clustered population of at
least 30,000 or more but not all si/ are that
large and not all areas having a population “of
30,000 or more are officially designated as s#i.
In nearly all ocases, . machi and mura contain
more than one population cluster as well as
open;'unpo;)ulated‘country; For this reason, it
has been suggeeted that,thei should be translat-
ed?‘to be fruaral townships” rather ‘than"‘towns”

. and “villages”. There 'is, however, a ‘further |
" differerice’ between them in that, in general, a

machi contains one fairly large population cluster

and several other smaller clusters as well as

's‘orne- open3 country, whereas a mura usually

containg only small ‘clusters and ‘some ‘open
country. ' ‘ ‘
The six largest cities ‘in Japan are subdivided

mto Frwor wards, These c1t1es are Tokyo, Osaka,
Kyoto, Nagoya, Yokohama and’ Kobe. ~All of

these cities " are incorpordted as s/ rexcept

Tokyo. Tokyo City was also incorpordted as.a .

shiin Tolyo-fu- until 1943 ‘when the separate
shi” incorporation . was abolished although the

; 1nd1v1dual Ru (wards) which constituted the
former city were retalned and “Tokyo- fu was re~, :

de51gna’ced Tokyo to. Thus, for tabtilatien pur-

- poses, the total ku area of Tokyo-to, correspond-
’1ng to the former shi area, has been. treated as

one city and groupecl with other sii.

i

II POPULATION CHANGES FROM 1920 TO 1950

‘enumerated 1n -vthe ﬁrsr census ‘in ‘1920'Q‘ ’Ilhe s
present area under the admlnlstratlon of the
;J apanese Government comprlses 368, 302 94 equare .
< :kllometers conlpared w1th 379 420.77 * square’
: k1lometers in: 1920 ’I‘he number of persone per'

square - kilometer  in 1950, was 226, nearly 55

percent more-than in 1920 whenkthe iumber of
146. : ‘
During the decade 1920-30; the population in-

. ereased by nearly 8.5 million persons or 15.3
‘“percent. In the’ decade 1930»40 ‘the - increase
.was. approximately 8.7 millions, or 13.6 percent.l)

From 1940 to 1950 the population increased by
almost 10.7 million persons, or 14.7 percent.
All of the increase in the last decade actually
‘occurred during the last five years. During the
war period from 1940 to 1945 there was a drastic
'reductionv in civilian . population although  the

,ua%é%k
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total number of persons, including members of

the armed forces, in  Japan Proper probably re-

mained: about, the same. In the five years after .
the cessation of  hostilities, app1‘ox1m’1tely 112

million persons were added to the populatlo:ﬂ,

representing “an. increase of 15.6 parcent; Net
excess of repatriatés to Japan over persons-re-..
patriated . from. Japan accounted for about .5

million of the increase and nét natural increase

accounted for the .remainder. The- following
table shows for each intercensal period the net

change in the population, the net natural  in-

crease and. the difference between these figures, .

NET INCREASE IN POPULA’I‘ION AND NET NATURAL INCREASE DURING
: EACH CENSUS INTERVAL 1)

Ce date and ‘Population increase |- Net mnattiral increase Difference
ensus date and year © i (Aldecrease) " (A decrease) (A mins)
1" Oct 1920 to *1 Oct 1925 3787 719 3616 115 704
1 Oct 1925 to 1. Oct 1930 4693 296 | 4 385 486 307810 - -
W . ; P
1 1 Oct 1935 4789 158 | 4569 127 . 220031
1 1 Oct 1940 3'878 075 4 060 640 A 182565
1, v ‘ 22 Feb 11944 PA 65893 3 688 621 A3 754 514
22 Feb 1944 to 1 Nov 1945 A 475732 253 249 A 729081
1 NA@1945 to 26 Apr 11946 1116 032 A 2321 1118353 :
25 AD? 1946 to 1 Oct 1947 4987 337 1631 542 3855 795
1 Oct 1947 to 1 Oct 1950 5098164 5020 888 7276

1) Céensus’ énumerations referred to the total population in Japan Proper except: as follows. - The 1940 enumer-
ation included 1682518 military personnel, approximately 1000000 of whom were outsidé Japan. The 1944 enn..

meration ~included only civilians in Japan Proper

and 4 small number of. military ‘personnel who were

* actually living with their families.  The 1945 enumeration excluded military Dorsonnel.and foreigners except

persons: formerly classified’ as extra-territorials.

In 1946 foreigners were excluded and alspthose Koreansand

Formosans who reported that they wished to be repatriated. .

It is apparent from this table that natural

i increase was the prlmary factor in the growth
. of the population’ from 1920 ;to 1950.. Total in- .
?:'crea‘se in the 80 year period amounted t0.27.8

‘; ,mllhon persons ; net natural mcrease accounted

for 27.2 million persons, or 98 percent of the
total, “Population growth and net” natural in-

L ' ‘crease were ‘almost the same_from 1920 to 1940,
~when ‘military personnel outside the - country

were also included in'the census ﬁgure Because

: ;of the .war, however, there ‘were wide ﬂuctua-
5 “tlons m the number ‘of persons enumerated at

Aeach censlis durlng the last decade Durmg the

war period from 1940°-t0- 1945 the: enumerated
v_,populatlon dechned ‘because of the large num-

Tbere m111tary personnel who left the- country

although the net natural increase, declmed only .

slightly. Durmg the ‘first six ‘months 'after the :

war there was an excess of deaths over births s

but: the return of repatlmtes added more than -

a million persons 'to the populatlon Durmg thew Lo

next year apd a half the ropatrlatlon progranr

was substantlally completed and. these persons
; together Wl.th the -éxcess of births :over deaths

added nearly ' n:ulhon persons to the populatlon.

In ‘the last three. yea1s of ‘the decafe the hlgh
number of blrths together w1th an unpreceden’cedﬁ

S low in deaths combmed to 1ncrease the popula- s

tion by more than 5 million persons;. j ~‘- i
‘ The wide ﬂuctuatlons m populatlon change

‘‘can be seen more eaelly in the followlng tableh"

o and chart showmg the annual geometr;c average :
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rate: of increase during each census interval.
During the 20 years prior to the war, the annual
’gebmetric’: average rate of increase ranged from
i ‘a,low of_1.1 percent to. ahigh ' of 1.5 psreent,
The higheét rate ‘occurred during the' five-year
period from 1925 to 1930 and the rate then de-
5 clined to 1.4 and L 1 in:succeeding five-year
perxods. Dmm;, the war, the population actually
decllned. From 1940 to 1944 the enumerated
population declined at an annual average rate of
0.01 percent but it must be remembered that
g ‘i;he recorded population in 1940 included military
~personnel both in and outside Japan whereas
the enumeration in 1944 included only the civilian
‘population in Japan Durmg the last 21 months
‘of the war “period the c1v1han population de-
- clined at.the annual rate of 0.4 percent.  This
decrease -occurred _even though the 1945 enu#
merat,lon Jincluded. -as civilians approxlmately
1,000,000; rmhtary persounel stationed ' in Japan
,‘who ‘became eivilians just ;prior.to the census.
'Followmg the war, there was an unprecedented
inérease in the rate of population growth. The
"annual average rate of increase was 3.1 percent

during the first six months after the war, 4.8

percent‘ﬁduring the next 17 months, and 2.1 per-
cent during the following 3 years.

- ANNUAL GEOMETRIC AVERAGE RATE OF
‘POPULATION INCREASE DURING: EACH
- CENSUS INTERVAL: 1920 TO 1950

Iniercensal Annual geometric
" Census Year periad average rate of
(years) increase
(A decrease) 1)
1920 to: 1925 5.00 1.33 percent.
1925 -to 1930 5.00 1.54
1930 to 1935 500 1.44
1935 to 1940 5.00 110
1940 to 1944 3.42| A 0.0i
1944 to 1945 CLe7| A 0.39
1945 to:1946 | - 0.50( » 3.12
1946 to 1947 142 4.76
1947. to. 11950 ; 3.00 2,13

1) . Computed from Table 1, page 32, by the followmg-

formula. .

" Annual geometric rate of increase éfjnals
: ;/Population of each  census
Population of preceding cens

And t equals the nimber of: ye;
CcEnsuses.

ANNUAL GEOMETRIC AVERAGE RATE OF INCREASE IN POPULATION DURING
INTER-CENSAL.PERIODS:' 1920 TO 1950
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Intercensal change in shi and gun popula-
tion: The urban population living . in Japan is
psually. considered to be the total population

hvmg in shz areas and. -the rural popilation” is

that 11v1ng in gun areas. In 1950 the sk popu-
lation ‘numbered 31,203,191, -or 87.5 percent of
the total. :When the first census was taken in
1920, the shi population was only 10 millions, or
‘18 percent of the total. That is to say, in 30
years the number of persons living in s#2 more
than tripled and the percentage of the. total
population .in sk more .than doubled. The
number of places classified as skf, of course,
increased greatly from 81 in 1920 to 248 in
1950, '
On the other hand, the gun populatxon in

: 1950 numbered 51,996,448, corresponding to 62.5
".percent of .the total population.. .. In 1920 the gun

population was:45 millions, or 82 percent:of the

. total at that time. Thus, the number of persons
~living in. guz in 1950 was only 1.1 times. the

fiurnber 30 years agb and the percentage 'was

only three-fourths of the.percentage 'in 1920.

- There was a steady increase in the percent of

" the populatton 11v1ng in shi areas from 1820 to

1944, The percent increased from 18.1 in '1920

,uﬁé$
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" t0 24.1in 1930, 37.9 in 1940 and to the peak of -

41.1. in 1844, ‘This trend was interrupted in

succeeding. months ° when ‘large - numb‘ers of.
persons migrated to raral areas because. of
bombings in. urban centers, and by Noveémber .
"1945 only 27.8 percent of the population was
living in 'shi areas. : After the war, hOwex}er, the” -
trend toward urbanization was resumed ‘and ‘by :
October 1950 the population living in s/ amounted:

to 37.5 percent of the' total.

INDEX OF SHI AND GUN POPULATION AT
EACH CENSUS: 1920 to 1950

[Calculatlonq ‘based on data in Table 3, Page 347

Population indéx
Census year —
' All Tapan| All shi All gump -
U 19ecriniiicins | 10007 100.0 © “ 1006.0
C 19250 iy 106.8 128.0 (1022, L
19304 nuiviinrionn 115.3 158.0- 106.9+
TTI935 i vasadin e © 124.0 |70 288.4 1 101.6
19400 vy evveryens | 1810, 274.4 99.3
1944.. v iumoiini | 7 01308 295.4 93.6.
1945 i ciinnnnines 130.0 199.8 114.6
194800y |7 132,01 221.6 112.2: %
1947100 ennseianians 141.0 258.1 115.1
195001 cserunes i 150.2 311.4 114.6

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF Shi AND Gun POPULATION, EACH CENSUS ;1920 to 1950
- (Based on Table 3, Page 34]
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Populatton density of shi and gun:  Table 5

of - this report shows the area and population

s density of shi and gun at each census date.
o "Populatio‘n density in'shi areas'declined steadily
from ‘the peak figure of 7,326 ‘persons ‘persdquare

U kilometer-in 1920 to” 2,154 persons pzr-square
kilometer in 1944, There was a sharp drop to
1,418‘ in 1945 when many persons ‘had moved

‘ out oyf' the large cities, but after the war there
was a slight increase and by 1950 there were

numbsrs of persons left the cities. . During the
first  five months after the war more  than a

million persons retirned to the cities and there
areas. “Shortly thereafter, however, the ireturn

brought the gun populdtion to-a' new high in
1947 and there was only a slight. drop in this
population by 1950. This growth combined with
1,674 persons per square kilometer in s/ areas. resulted in an all-time high of 149 persons pér
“This reduction in the population density of sh/

" may seem strange at first. Probably the density
of -thie population presently living in the areas
_i-defined as shi in 1920 has not declined at all.
~But the overall figures shiow a. large decrease
?bécause many comparatively sparsely populated
*“gmall and medium shi were established - each
year and many of the old established sk extend-
ed their limits to include less densely populated

: k The popuiation’ living in shi

square kilometer in gun areas in 1950.
Population of 8%i, machi and mura by size
groups: A study of the distribution of the popu-
lation by size of place is more meaningful the
figtires relating -to total urban and rural. ~Ac-

. cent) of the population lived in places having
less than ‘10,000 "inhabitan'tsl
treme, 13.4. ‘pércent of the population lived in

“ymachi and . miura. cities having 500,000 or more persons, 25.6 per-

2 :ax"eas‘ tripled from:1920 to 1950 as did:-the numher

-éf piacés ‘clasgified as ski ‘but the present area

"of ‘shi in square. kilometers is more ‘than 14

cent’ lived in places” having 100,000 or more
persons, : 39.0 percent lived 'in places -having
30,000 or more persons and, 'of course, 54" per-
times the area in s/ in 1920, cent - lived 1n places havmg 10 000 or more
3 : The population demnsity - of gun areas, on the
: : other hand; fluctuated only sliéhtly', from-120 to
191, dufing the 20-year period from 1920 to 1940.
: It dropped to 116 persons per sghare kilometer

SN 1944 but rose  to -147:in 1945 when large

persons,

and small as follows: "

500 000 DErsons Or MOTE......wives large. shi

sekisbanesninninaan

100-000~499 999 mechum shi

30000 99 G99 sr. eers viens erressseinerensens ineorsinsinesienssen SMAll shi
10 000— 29 999 1a1ge machi and mura’
5 000~ 9 999 . R T O U OOUPE s Yovc | Tt ter maclhi and mura

2 500—" 4999 .

s e e e s SMAll machs and mura
:2°499-and less....;..'...

wse.nemallest machi and. mura

* uuu -u‘-u T TR L R P PP

" In 1950 more than 11 million persons, or 15.4

i percénf of the ‘tdial' population,’ lived in large - -
o shz, compared thh less than 5. mxlhons, or 8.4 persons who could move mto the large bombed
‘?‘percent of the total, in 1920 ’l‘he populatlon
kln la.rge shi: mcreasnd steadnly from 1920 to 1930 : 1dents,
‘ :;'md then nearly’ doutled  in the next ten years
';y to reach the all-tlme hlgh of 14, 384 279 pﬂrqous,
in’ 1940.

",-Duxqu . ther war’ pdr;od, however, -many :péopld

homes but even in" 1900 the number of " persons
: 1n large $hi was not as gredt as in’ 11935,
- or nearly 20 pﬂruent of the total

lgfﬁ the 1;'1‘1"g'e, cities and ,,by 1945 there we‘réfless e 4.percent of, the total,

was a slight drop-in population ‘density in- gun .

of ‘demobilized soldiers’ and other repatriates

a further transfer of land area from- gun to shi ..

cording to the 1950 Census, nearly half (46 per-.

‘At the other ex-

For putrposes of this discussion, weé have di-~

had increaséd nearly five times to exceed .10

.. millions, representing more than 12 percent of

the total population. -The increase in population

“in places of this size ‘was- steady . from 1920 to
f‘1944, dropped nearly 8'millions'during the period

of  bombings and then increased rapidly after
the war: In fact, medium sized sii showed. the
greatest increase of all size. groups from 1947 to
1950, indicating that these cities received the
majority of persons migrating from rural areas

as well as"some persons who previously lived

in larger cities.

The present  population’ of more than- 11

million - persons (13.4' percent of the total)

7 living -in small sk is nearly three. times the

POPULAT 10N :OF . Shi, - Macki" AND Mura BY SIZE GROUPS :

,ua%éfﬁk
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number (4 milliéns) .enumerated. in ‘,plac‘es, of
this size in 1920, The population change in
small shi - was ‘somewhat - different from . the
medium -and  large  shi- during the _30; yeaf ;

period of censuses. It increased considerably’

from- 1920 to - 1930 but showed -a drop of
nearly 1 million persons in- 1935, Thereafter '
the 'popalation again increased. . During the

period of heavy air raids in larger centers many
evacuated persons went. to small s/ and:the
population. in these' places increased by 1.5
millions, “ From 1945 to 1950 there was somie
further ihcrease in the number of persons living
in small sk but the. percentage - of the total .

population remained. constant at 13.4.

11920 TO 1950

. [Based on ‘Table 6, page 37)

~vided shi, inachi and mura into large, medium

than 6 million pérsons living inlarge ski.' After
the .war controls were established to limit the

' 8ize groups 1950 1947 219467 1945 1944
CTOT AL teiciaininssivn s cnsris vinens 83 199 637 78 101 473 73114136 | 71998104 72120085
500 000 6F MOTe sevisrivyonessonis 11 190 320 9 011 061 7 076 201 5 969 057 13 669 620
100-000 0 499 999 everrrerensin, 10 135 895 7 777:953 6 389.151 5 044 569 8173 004
307000746 99 999:uiverirrivensins 11139 174 10 491 954 9 800 753 9868 913 8360 570
10 000 10 29 9991t vusiueasrasves 12 440 481 12 129 917° 11366135 | 11 654296 | - . 7.897 456
EQ00 10 9999 rvinsiiersiriins 17 622 373 17 630 030 17 088869 18 274°682 11944 229
2500 10 4 999 wrvriiversensinrn 16 783 866 17 173 122 17 236°403 17 465805 15713985
. Under 2500 cvvomminveanons |3 887 528 3 886 504 4 156624 3819.155 5361 221"
Not distrihuted by area .uvivewns | - = 932 — Lo1e27| St
i Size groups 1940 1935 7 1930 1925 1920
CTOTAL oo vorvcoeviorine 72539729| 68661654 |  63872496|  59179200| 55391 481
" 7500 000 OF FHOTE veroreisersvirvior “14 384 279 12 645 419 7 604 954 " 6208104 4 626 151
.100 CO0 t0.499 999 ... 6907208 | . 4872650 3 876 334 2 538133 2127 447
30 000 to 99 999.... 7 061 700 5 848 588 6 827 170 6021033 . 4347 627 :
10 000 ta 29 999...:... 8188047 7 992 038 7 613 166 C6'735'483 | A B0 478 ol
CE000 10 9 999 Liireiiiiiverieen 12 526 032 12 775 466 12.301 948 . 11.313 947 10 647 402 .
250010 4999 eiveinrresiiien 16 BB3 809 17 755 026 18447 217 18751885 [ 19 070 441,
. ‘Under 2 500 ... 6 588 654 6 772 467 7.201.707 7 615615 8.C01'935
Not distribited by ared wiveveeesre, | - = — R I : — o

PERCENT OF THE POPULATION IN PLACES CLASSIFIED BY SIZE:
‘ " [Based on Table 6, page 37)

1920 TO 1950

cities for health: and welfare reasons. Many res-

of course returned to the1r formerf

The populatlon 11v1ng in medlum 51zed shz 3
numb°red apprommately mlllxons, or less’ thanf
1n 1920 but by 1950 11;'

Size groups (1950 | 1947 | 1946 | 1945 | 1944 | 1940' | 1935 |7 1930 | 1925 | 1920

: TOTAL e e 100.0'1 100:0| 1000 | -100.0 |- 100:0'- 100.0'{" 100.0°| 100.01-100-0 ‘100.0 g
500000 or mote it ATl arsl ezl 88| 1900 119.80 0 184 [ 119 10,50 g

100,000 to 499:999 iiiiviysieesies 12,24 10:0 8.7 7.0] 1148 9.5 LT e 4B 38

280000 10.99-999" i T 18,40 18 1304 LT3 2 106 o7 s ] 1o 10.e] et

10 000,107 29:999 k) wiaii dviika iss- 15.0 115,54 1581, 1620 1101 113 | 1.6 [ "11.9] 11| 119"

j 5'C00 10 9 999 wieviiuiiiiaisanrins 21.21 2261 '23.41 254 1661 17.3(. 186, 19.3) J19.0) 193
12500 10 4999 i 10020.2 (0 20| 236 | 2401 |28 |0 283 35,9 (08,9 1 817l 34

oo Hnder 2500 Lo 0 A7 | B0G 57 53188 9L 9.9 A8 512900 144

Not dlstnbuted by ared Jaii. oA O;Oﬂ' e 0.0 Sy il | — g
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The population in large machi and mura nearly
doubled; from &.6 million persons in 1920 to
12.4 millions in 1950. The percent of - persons
living in .these - places increased from 11.9 to
15.0 parcent. The population remained. rela-
tively stable from 1920 to 1944, During the

- next year and a half, however, . the population

in large mach? and mura increased by nearly 4

_million persons due to the fact that residents

could no longer move to cities and that, in fact,
residents of the cities moved into rural areas.
There was a slight drop ‘in the population im-
mediately after the war when some of the
evacues returned to their urban homes but the

return. of repatriates to Japan produced an in-

".crease in 1947 and the population then incraasad

only slightly more by 1950.

Population trends in medium sized machi and
751111"(1 roughly paralelled those of large machi
and smura. ‘Neaﬂy 18 millions, or Z1 percent of
the total population, lived in medium sized
mach! and mura - in 1950 compared with neaﬂy
11 millions, or 19 percent of the total, in 1920.
There. was a steady increase in the number of
persons living in places in this size group until

1940, a slight decrease in 1944, and then more

than a B0 percent increase (of 6.3 million per-

sons) in 1945, It is apparent that most of the

“ persons who left the large sh/: during the war

went to the medium sized machi and mure.

After-the war more than a million persons left

« tljése places but the return of repatriates again

. increased:the population, which then remained

fairly stable until 1950.

In 1950 there were less than 17 million per-

" sons living in small wachi and wmura compared

vvs’rith 19 millions in.1920. : Only 20 percent of

the total population lived in places of this size

group.in 1950 compared with 34 percent in 1920.

; This size group shows just the reverse of the

L populéxtion trends in all groups previously dis-

. cussed.. There was a constant decrease in. the

population until ' 1945 ‘when the population: in-

. creased nearly 1.7 millions and thereafter the

population resumed its downward trend.. It is
importaht to note in this connection that this

: cil\éc‘:easgﬂ wés not just a matter of migration

from small places but also the result of the fact

that there were fewer and fewer places having

small populations in Japan. That is to say, -

while the population increased 50 percent, the
area of Japan decreased very slightly so that it
is obvious that the concentrations of population

must be larger. The number of -small machi

‘and mura declined - from 5,494 in 1920 to 4,606

in 1950.

less than 4 million pzsrsons lived in places
having less than 2,500 persons in 1950. This is
less than half the number in places of this size
in 1920. The percentage of the total population
living in such places was only 4.7 perceht in
1950 compared with 14.4 percent in 1920, Fur-
thermore, the number (2,063) of places in this
size groups in 1950 was less than half the
numbear (4,543) in 1920, -

To summarize, it is apparent that the number
of places having small populations has naturally
decreased with an increasing population. It is
also apparent that the mwach! and mura were
decreasing until the war when they absorbed
large numbers of pérsbns from urban centerg as
well as kept many persons who would have
migrated out under pre-war - circumstances.
When the urban evacues began moving back to
the cities there was a temporary decline in the
roral areas until the repatriates began to arrive.
Since that time the very small rural communi-
ties have continued to decline in number but
thestotal rural 'population has remained almost
constant. This is to say, migration out of rural
placés has nearly balanced net natural increase

in these areas. Although there has heen some

increase in all'urban areas, by far the greatest -

increase has occurred in the medium ‘sizes shi -

having populations of 100,000 to 500,000.
Intercensal changes in region populations:
According to the 1950 Census, approximately 75

'percent of the population lived on Honshu Island :

and the remaining 25 percent was divided among

the three islands of Hokkaido, Shikoku and -

Kyushu. Among the 'régions1) the highest

percentages of . the population were  in Kanto

(21.9 perceﬁt of the total population); Kyushu :
(14.5 percent) and Kinki(14.0). Regions having :
'the smallest percentages of ‘the total population

were Shikoku (5.1 pesrcent), Hokkaido (5.2 per-
cent) and Tosan region (5.3 percent). The
highest population densities were in Kanto with
568 persons per square kilometer and Kinki with
426 persons per square kilometer. . The lowest
density was in Hokkaido where there were only
55 persons per square kilometer and the second
lowest was .in Tohoku with 135 persons per
square kilometer.

During the 30 years of census history, four
regions showed percentage increases exceeding

the national ‘average of 50 percent. . Although
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Hokkaido in 1950 still had only a small pzrcent-
age of the total population and was the most
sparsely populated regiom, it nevertheless ex-
perienced theé highest rate of increase (82 per-
cent). The other three regions having higher
than average rates of increase were Kanto (64
percent), Tohoku (56 percent) and Tokai .(56
percent). Two regions showed increases between

40 and 50 percent. These were Kyushu and

Kinki. The remaing four regions .of Hokuriku,

Tosan, Chugoku and Shikoku showed increases

ranging from 35 to 38 parcent.

POPULATION BY REGIONS: 1950

(Based on Table 7 and 9, page 40 and 44)

Population Percent increase:“

Region 1) Population Percent per square in population,

kilometer 1920 to 1950
ALL JAPAN 83 199 637 | 100.0 ‘ 226 50.2
Hokkaido 4295 567 5.2 ' 55 82.1
Honshu 62 586 916 75.2 272 . 49.7
Tohoku ‘ 9 021 809 10.8 135 55.7
Kanto . 18 241 907 21.9 568 63.9
Hokurikn 5 179 440 6.2 . 205 34.6
Tosan ' 4 416 738 5.3 155 37.3
Tokai ‘ 7 323 254 8.8 394 » 55.5
Kinki ' 11 607 092 14.0 426 42.5
Chugoku ' 6 796 676 8.2 214 36.8
Shikolu 4 220 285 5.1 225 37.7

Kyushu 12 096 869 14.5 297 48.3 *

1) ‘There is no definite rule for dividing the country by. regions and several different divisions have been
used, especially since the war. In. this volume we have used the same divisions used by the Bureau of Statistics

for previous censuses.

Seven regions showed a. steady  increase in

- their population from 1920 to.1950.  These were

Hokkaido, Tohoku, Hokuriku, Tokai, Chugoku,
Shikoku and Kyushu. Karnto region increased
steadily until 1940 but during the war years the
population declined nearly 15 percent. This, of

‘course, was the result of migrations out of the

large' cities-in this region and in the five years
following the war the ‘population increased 27

ercent.  Kinki region showed almost the same

s 'trend as- Kanto with a steady increase until
. 1940, a drop of 18 percent from 1940 to 1945

i

_and an increase of more than 18 percent in the

five years after the war. The 1950 population
of ‘the Kanto region, was the highest recorded

for that area but the population in the Kinki

region did not again reach pre-war levels. The
pupulation of the Tosan region grew gradually

from 1920 to 1940, suddenly increased by more

than 23 percent from ;1940 to 1945 and - then
declined slightly from 1945 to 1950.

Intercensal changes in prefecture poplilu-'

tions: ~According to the 1950 Census, nearly 30
percent of the populétion lived in six pi‘efecturgé;

it R



28

Tokyo-to accounted for 7.5 percent of the total
population, followed hy Hokkaido with 5.2 per-
cent of the total and Osaka-fu, Fulkuoka-ken,
" Aichi-ken and Hyogo-ken with 4.6, 4.2, 4.1 and
4.0 psrcent of the total respectively. At the
other extreme, there were six prefectures each
of which had only 1.0 percént or less of the
total population. - These were Tottori-ken (0.7
parcent), Fukui-ken (0.9), Nara-ken (0.9) and
Yamanashi-ken, Shiga-ken and Kochi-ken, each
of which accounted for 1 percent of the total
population.

‘There were 3 prefectures with population
densities exceeding 1,000 persons per square
kilometer, 4 with densities between 500 and

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY PREFECTURE: 1950
{Based on Table 7, page 40]

1,000, 2 between 400 and 493, 5 between 300 and
399, 16 between 200 and 299, 14 between 100
and- 199 and two with less than 100 persons per .
square kilometer. The three prefectures having
the highest population’ densities were Tokyo-to
with 3,091 persons par square kilometer, Osaka-
fu with 2,126 persons and Kanagawa-ken with
1,054 persons.. The two prefectures having the
lowest population densities were Hokkaido where
there were only 55 persons per square kilometer,
followed by Iwate-ken with 89 persons.

The five prefectures having the highest and
lowest rates of increase as well as all prefectures
showing decreases during each census interval

are shown in the following table of next page.

‘. Prefecture Percent v Prefecture Percent Prefectura Percent
ALL JAPAN 100.0 Kyoto-fu 2.2 Oita-ken ' 1.5
Tokyo-to 7.5 Kumamoto-ken 2.2 ; Miyazaki-ken 1.3
i .
Hokkaido 5.2 Kagoshima-ken 2.2 ; Toyama-ken 1.2
* Osaka-fu - 4.6 Miyagi-ken 2.0 Wakayama-ken : 1.2
: Fulkuoka-ken 4.2 Okayama-ken 2.0 Ishikawa-ken 1:1
Aichi-ken 4.1 Nagasaki-ken 2.0 Kagawa-ken 1.1
Hyogo-ken 4.0 Gumma-ken 1.9 Saga-ken I.1
Kanagawa-ken 3.0 Tochigi-ken 1.9 Shimane-ken 1.1
Shizuoka-ken 3.0 Gifu-ken 1.9 Tokushima-ken 1.1
Niigata-ken 3.0 Yamaguchi-ken 1.9 Kochi-ken 1.0
Saitama-ken 2.6 Ehimed«:eﬁ ’ 1.8 Shiga-lken 1.0
Chiba-ken 2.6 Mie-ken 1.8 i’amanasixi-ken 1.0
Hiroshima.ken 2.5 Yamagata-ken 1.6 Nara-ken 0.9
. Fiukushima‘ken ‘2.5 Iwate-ken 1.6 Fukui»kén ' 0.9
ﬁaganp~1cén 2.’5 Alkita-ken "6 'l;(;ttoriﬁlceu 0.7 .
Iharakikemn 2.4 -Aomoriken 1.6 |




PERCENT ‘CHANGE OF POPULATION IN 5 PREFECTURES HAVING THE HIGHEST OR LOWEST

‘PERCENT INCREASE AND IN PREFECTURES HAVING PERCENT DECREASE:  QUINQUENNIALLY, 1920 TO 1950

{Based on Table &, page 42]

1945 to 1950

1940 to 1945

1935 to 1940

1930 to. 1935

1925 to 1930

1920 to 1925

Prefecture’ Percent Prefecture Percent Prefecture Percent Prefecture Percent Prefecture Percent Prefecture Percent
. change change change change change change
5 PREFECTURES HAVING THE HIGHEST PERCENT INCREASE:
Tokyo-to 80.0 }; Tochigi-ken Kanagawa-ken . 19.0[ Osaka-fu 21.4 ! Tokyo-fu . Tokyo-fu 21.2
Osaka-fu 37.7 | Saitamaken Tokyo-fu 15.5 Tokyo-fu 7.8 Osaka-fu Osaka-fu 18.2
Kanagawa-ken 33.3; - Yamanashi-ken Fukuoka-ken 12.3 Kanagawa-ken 13.6 || ~ Kanagawa-ken Alichi-ken 11.0
Fuknoka-ken 28.5 || - Nara-ken Osaka-fu ! 11.5 | Aichi-ken 1.5 Hokkaido Kyoto-fu 9.3
Nagasaki-ken 24.8 i Nagano-ken Ajchi-ken i 10.6 1 Hyogo-ken 10.5 i Aichi-ken Miyagi-ken 8.6
] i
5 PREFECTURES HAVING THE LOWEST PERCENT INCREASE:
. { [i -
Niigata-ken 3.0 Aomori-ken 8.3 Ehime-ken 1.2 Tokushima-ken 1.7 Oita-ken Shiga-ken 1.7
Yamagata-ken 2.3 |  Wakayama-ken 8.2 Tochigi-ken 1.0 Ishikawa-ken 1.5 Shimane-ken Okayama-ken 1.7
Gifu-kén 1.7 Hokkaido 7.5 Yamagata-ken 0.2 Mie-ken 1.5 Nara-ken Sagaken 1.6
Tochigi-ken 0.3 Yamaguchi-ken 4.8 ‘Wakayama-ken 0.1 Shimane-ken 1.0 Saga-ken Shimane-ken 1.1
- Shiga-ken 0.0 Hiroshima-ken 0.2 Nara-ken 0.0 Tottori-ken 0.2 Ishikawa-ken Ishikawa-ken 0.5
PREFECTURES HAVING PERCENT DECREASE:
Nara-ken 2.0 Kagoshima-ken ' Kagoshima-ken 0.1 Nagano-ken 0.2 Fulkui-ken 0.2
Nagano-ken 2.8 Nagasaki-ken | Nagano-ken 0.2 Kochi-ken 0.4
Yamanashi-ken 3.3 Kyoto-fu Okayama-ken 0.2 Saga-ken 0.8
. Ajchi-ken Fukui-ken 0.4
Fukuoka-ken Qita-ken 0.8
Hyogo-ken Kochi-ken 0.8
Kanagawa-ken Shimane-ken 0.8
Osaka-fu . Shiga-ken 1.1
Tokyo-to 52.6 ] Tottori-ken 1.2
Kumamoto-ken 1.4
i Tokushima-ken 1.4
Ishikawa-ken 1.4
Kagawa-ken 2.4 v
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