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Suggestions for Use

1. The results of the 2016 Basic Survey on Small and Medium Enterprises
(Settlement of Accounts for Fiscal 2015)

This 2016 Basic Survey on Small and Medium Enterprises (Settlement of
Accounts for Fiscal 2015) was conducted on the basis of the Establishment Frame
Database based on the 2012 Economic Census for Business Activity, covering about
110,000 enterprises sampled from a population of companies and sole proprietorships
that are in the industries and enterprise sizes specified in Coverage of the Survey
above.

In addition, the number of enterprises included in the population (the number
of small and medium enterprises covered by the survey) was estimated as of August
2015, based on the 2012 Economic Census for Business Activity, considering changes in
the number of new and closed enterprises, etc. by industry (major group) and size of
workers.

2. Classification of enterprises

Japan Standard Industrial Classification was applied to the classification of
the enterprises covered by this Survey, except that Division I (Wholesale and retail
trade) was divided into “Wholesale” and “Retail trade” for the purpose of survey and
tabulation.

The industry to which an individual enterprise belongs was rated based on
sales (ratio) for the industrial group.

3. Tabulation method

Tabulation was made on the basis of extended estimates obtained by extended
estimation of individual survey sheets.

For the details of the tabulation method, see “Outline of the 2016 Basic Survey
on Small and Medium Enterprises (Settlement of Accounts for Fiscal 2015)” already
provided.

The figure in the Total column in each statistical table is calculated on the
basis of extended estimates (individual survey sheets) as with the breakdown items,
and thus the figure does not necessarily equal the total of breakdown figures due to
rounding.

4. Marks and notes

The following marks are used in the statistical table.
-If there is no enterprise applicable, mark “-” was given.
-If there are any enterprises applicable but the number was smaller than a minimum
unit, then “0” was given.
-Unsurveyed items concerning individual proprietorships were marked with ...
-If the number of responses for a major group was too small to represent a result, the
major group was marked with “...”
-The symbol “x” represents confidential.

The figure in the Total column does not necessarily equal the total of
breakdown figures due to rounding.

”»”

5. Statistical table

The 2016 Basic Survey on Small and Medium Enterprises asked
respondents to report the settlement of accounts for fiscal 2015 based on financial
statements. Then it was specified that in principle, the value should be “tax included
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value” which means consumption tax is included. However, if it was difficult for
respondents to give tax included value due to their account processing, they were
allowed to answer “tax excluded value,” to prevent further work load on them.
Therefore, both “tax included value” and “tax excluded value” are in the total value
including sales (income) amount.

6. Reproduction

To reproduce any figures provided in the statistical tables, be sure to indicate
on the material that the figures were reproduced from “the Report for 2016 Basic
Survey on Small and Medium Enterprises.”

7. Contact

For any inquiry, contact the following:

Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, Business Environment Department, Policy
Planning Division

3-1, Kasumigaseki 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8912

Tel: 03-3501-1511, Ext. 5241 or Tel: 03-3501-1764



